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Occurrence of the Northern birch mouse (Sicista betulina Pallas, 1779)
in the Novohradské hory Mts. — Freiwald region
Vyskyt mysSivky horské (Sicista betulina Pallas, 1779) v oblasti Novohradské hory — Freiwald
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Abstract: Novohradské hory Mts. — Freiwald region is one of the few refuges of the northern
birch mouse in Central Europe. Altogether 33 records of the northern birch mouse have been co-
llected from the area during the last twenty years (2003-2022). These, together with 17 previous
records from the years 1969 to 2002, make 50 records of the northern birch mouse from the region.
Records are unevenly distributed within the area, which is probably the result of different local
survey effort and does not show the full picture of the distribution of the species. The species oc-
curs in a wide range of altitudes from 610 m a.s.l. up to 955 m a.s.l. and has been found in various
types of habitats including abandoned wetlands, wet meadows, mowed meadows, forest edges,
and gardens.
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Abstrakt: Oblast Novohradské hory — Freiwald je jednim z maéla refugii vyskytu mysivky horské
ve stfedni Evropé. Publikace popisuje 33 zdznamu vyskytu z této oblasti pochazejicich z posled-
nich 20 let, tedy z obdobi 2003-2022. Spolu se 17 dfivéj$imi jiz publikovanymi zdznamy z obdobi
1969 az 2002, bylo v tomto regionu zaznamenano jiz 50 jedincd mySivky horské. Zaznamy jsou
nerovnomeérné rozmistény v ramci oblasti, coZ je ale pravdépodobné jen vysledek rizného lokalni-
ho usili a neukazuje celkovy obraz vyskytu druhu v oblasti. MySivka byla zaznamenana v nadmor-
skych vyskach od 610 m n. m. do 955 m n. m., a to v rizném prostiedi: v neobhospodafovanych
mokradech, na vlhkych i seCenych loukach, pfi okrajich lesti i v zahradach.
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Introduction

The northern birch mouse, Sicista betulina (Pallas, 1779) is one of the rarest mammal species in
the Czech Republic and Austria, with a boreo-montane distribution. Its range in the Czech Republic
is divided into mutually isolated refuges: the Eastern Sudetes, the Western Carpathians and the
trilateral region of the Sumava Mts. / Bohmerwald up to the Novohradské hory Mts. / Freiwald. In
Austria, the primary area of their distribution is in the Alps above subalpine altitude and the second
area is in the previously mentioned border area between Austria, Bavaria and the Czech Republic.
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